
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

ENVIRONMENT AND ECONOMY OVERVIEW 
AND SCRUTINY PANEL
HELD ON 10 SEPTEMBER 2009

EEOSP.21/09
CITY CENTRE CONSERVATION AREA BOUNDARY REVIEW

The Conservation Officer (Mr Messenger) submitted report DS.61/09 on the City Centre Conservation Area Boundary Review.  He outlined the background to the matter, informing Members of a number of events, including issues raised as a result of work done for Carlisle Renaissance and local campaigns concerning the Lonsdale Cinema and Rickergate, which had prompted the need for the review.

Mr Messenger commented upon the public consultation exercise held between 27 May and 3 June 2009, which included an exhibition, leaflets and a questionnaire.  In addition leaflets and questionnaires had been distributed to all occupiers of property within the areas being examined.  He further summarised the points made by all those who had responded to the consultation, including individuals, groups, the Conservation Area Committee and Carlisle Renaissance.

From the comments received, it was clear that there was support for extending the City Centre Conservation Area.  There was not, however, a consensus on how the new boundary should be fixed and it would therefore be necessary to look at the criteria on which a determination should be made.

Mr Messenger added that, following the public consultation and assessment of the comments received, it was considered that the following amendments should be made to the City Centre Conservation Area Boundary:

· that the boundaries shown on the original consultation document for Areas 1, 2 and 3 (shown on the consultation leaflet at Appendix 2) be retained;

· that the eastern boundary of the Conservation Area be butted up to the boundaries of the Botchergate and Portland Square / Chatsworth Square Conservation Area; and

· that the north-eastern boundary of the Conservation Area be the western side of Georgian Way to Hardwicke Circus, across Castle Way to join with Bitts Park.

Once a revised area had been designated the full Conservation Area would be the subject of a detailed appraisal which would highlight issues including areas of significance, areas for possible redevelopment and areas which needed to be enhanced.

The Executive had on 27 July 2009 (EX.152/09) referred the matter to this Panel for consideration.

Members commented on the clarity of the report and agreed that it was concise, easy to read and provided the information in a manner that was easy to understand.

Mr Messenger advised that the use of the library for the consultation exercise had been very useful and that most people who attended asked pertinent questions that the officers were able to respond to.  Written responses were largely in favour of the proposals to extend the Conservation Area.  

A Member asked what plans had been made for the physical well-being of the City.

Mr Messenger advised that English Heritage and Carlisle Renaissance were involved in the area around Court Square and the Citadel station.  

A Member suggested that to maintain standards it was important that the planning document was right.  While it was felt that Botchergate needed improvement persuading private investors into the area was a problem. 

Mr Messenger confirmed that letters regarding the consultation had been responded to but that it was difficult to give dates until the report had been to Executive on 28 September 2009.

A Member asked whether any of the boundaries had been changed as a result of the consultation.  Mr Messenger confirmed that the boundary in the Rickergate/Lowther Street area had been changed as indicated in the report.

Mr Messenger advised that there had been a number of questions regarding the Botchergate area.  The Mr Hardman (Local Plans and Conservation Manager) advised that the Botchergate area would be dealt with as part of the Core Strategy and that Members would have input over the coming months.

A Member asked whether restrictions could be placed on what type of shops could open in a specific area.  Mr Hardman confirmed that there are policies that restrict uses but that the issue could be looked at to see what the impact would be on the area and on competition between businesses.

A Member highlighted that all entries into the City did not give a good impression and that none gave a positive message to visitors.  Mr Hardman advised that the Public Realm Guide was looking at these areas with regard to bringing them up to a higher standard.

RESOLVED – That the Executive be informed that:

The Panel were satisfied that :

1)  The level of consultation was adequate and that comments received had been reflected in the revised boundaries.  The Panel agreed that the amendments to the proposed boundaries were appropriate.  Panel Members were pleased that individuals who had written to the Council with regard to the consultation had received a response.  

2) In addition the Panel noted that the Conservation Officer would look at directing types of building developments into specific areas and wished to receive a response on this issue in due course.

3) Panel Members remained concerned about the condition of the main access routes into the City, particularly the Botchergate area, and would request that the Executive ensure that the Core Strategy and Public Realm Guide addressed that issue.







