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Summary:   Responses from members of the public on the Executive’s budget consultation.

Recommendations: 

The Executive:

1. Accepts the results of the budget consultation with the public

2. Asks Corporate Resources Overview & Scrutiny Committee to consider how subsequent consultations can be conducted to best advantage

Contact Officer:
Communications Manager
Ext:
 7110

1. Background:

1.1
The Executive decided to consult with members of the public before setting its 2004/05 budget, following the first such consultation on the 2003/04 budget.  The Government encourages local authorities for involve the general public by organising budget consultations.

1.2
The first consultation exercise was costly (about £20,000) as leaflets were delivered to every household.  The Executive decided to reduce costs in the latest consultation so leaflets were made available at various outlets across the district, a freephone line was set up and people were able to respond via the authority's website .
2. Results:

2.1
As only 65 responses were received by the deadline, the consultation is not statistically valid and therefore the Executive cannot extract anything meaningful to help them in their budget deliberations.  In some instances, there is an almost even split between the 'fors' and 'againsts' on certain issues.  A crude count of the responses received is appended to this report with some of the comments made by respondents.

2.2 One of the problems of both the consultations has been their timing.  In order to fit into the budget timetable, the leaflets were available just after Christmas, probably not a time when people's minds are concerned with such weighty issues.

2.3 It is clear that in order to make consultation meaningful and to involve the public in the important issue of budget setting, a different approach is needed.   It is therefore suggested that the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee be invited to investigate more effective methods of consulting with the public in future.

3.
STAFFING/RESOURCES COMMENTS


N/A

4.
CITY TREASURER’S COMMENTS


N/A

5.
LEGAL COMMENTS


N/A

6.
CORPORATE COMMENTS


N/A

7. RISK MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT

N/A

8. EQUALITY ISSUES

N/A

9. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS
N/A

10. CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS

N/A

11.
RECOMMENDATIONS


The Executive:

1. Accepts the results of the budget consultation with the public


2.   Asks Corporate Resources Overview & Scrutiny Committee to consider how subsequent consultations can be conducted to best advantage

12.
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS


The Executive needs to consider the public responses to the budget consultation.
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