
Joint Districts’ Meeting

Notes of the Meeting held at Frenchfield, Penrith

 at 10am on 08 May 2009

Present:

	Councillor Colin Nineham(Chair)
	Eden District Council

	Kevin Douglas
	Eden District Council

	Councillor Joe Milburn
	Allerdale Borough Council

	Harry Dyke
	Allerdale Borough Council

	Councillor Jack Richardson
	Barrow Borough Council

	Tom Campbell
	Barrow Borough Council

	Councillor Mike Mitchelson
	Carlisle City Council

	Jason Gooding (sub)
	Carlisle City Council

	Councillor Elaine Woodburn
	Copeland Borough Council

	Fergus McMorrow (sub)
	Copeland Borough Council

	Councillor Brendan Jameson
	South Lakeland District Council

	Sandra Walbran (sub)
	South Lakeland District Council

	Julia Burrell (Minutes)
	Eden District Council


	
	
	Action

	1/5/09
	Election of Chairman for 2009/10 Municipal Year

It was AGREED that Councillor C Nineham be Chairman of this meeting for the 2009/10 Municipal Year.

The Chairman passed on the best wishes of the group to Liam Murphy and Peter Ridgway, who are both unwell.

The Chairman was pleased to announce that all districts were now able to offer free swimming to the under 16s.
	

	2/5/09
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Maggie Mooney, Carlisle City Council, Peter Ridgway, South Lakeland District Council and Liam Murphy, Copeland Borough Council.
	

	3/5/09
	Notes of Previous Meeting Held on 27 March 2009

The notes of the previous meeting, held on 27 March 2009, were agreed as a fair and accurate record.
	

	4/5/09
	Matters Arising
a. New Arrangements for LABGI - Allerdale Borough Council awaiting responses from each district to the Government’s consultation on this matter.  Once responses have been received Allerdale Borough Council will draft a letter.

b. Cumbria Strategic Partnership (CSP) Thematic Groups and Local Area Agreement  - Copeland Borough Council awaiting further information before reporting back on this issue.
	ALL/Allerdale Borough Council
Copeland Borough Council

	5/5/09
	Disability Facilities Grants
Alan Dixon, Principal Housing Officer, Carlisle City Council updated members on the Disability Facilities’ Grants lobbying to date.  

He explained that Carlisle City Council had been given the lead on this issue by the Cumbria Housing Group.  He informed Members that reducing the time between occupational health referrals and receipt of a DFG( a LAA stretch target), had been reduced from 44 weeks to 17 weeks, but that by doing so, more grants were being allocated, leading to a shortage of funding.
He stated that Manchester City Council had a similar sized population to Cumbria, had half the number of claimants for DFGs and yet received twice the amount of funding.  He also noted that there was no change in the demographics in Manchester as opposed to the exponential growth of the older population in Cumbria. 
Carlisle City Council is currently lobbying Baroness Andrews and others, on behalf of the Districts to change the formula for determining DFGs and emphasising that the current method is unsustainable for Cumbrian authorities.  This has already resulted in the allocation of £227,000 from the Department of Communities and Local Government to pilot the Predictive Risk Model in Carlisle.  The City Council are also requesting match funding from the Health Service to take the pilot forward.
He explained that Carlisle City Council would be reporting back on progress through the Cumbria Housing Group as well as the Joint Districts meetings. 
It was AREED that Alan Dixon would forward the letter for Baroness Andrews to the Joint Districts Chair for signing and copies to be sent to local MPs.  Each District AGREED to also draft their own letter. Alan Dixon to co-ordinate the collation of material for EDC to send out.
4NW

Members discussed the changed formula for the 4NW Capital Allocation.  It was noted that the change in formula was biased against smaller authorities, evidenced by the fact that Barrow, Copeland and Eden have all had their Capital Allocation reduced, some as much as 35%. It was AGREED that 4NW be requested to attend the next Joint Districts, together with the Chair of Cumbria Housing Group (Councillor R Turner, EDC).
LAA Reward Grant

Members also discussed the LAA Reward Grant.  It was AGREED that this would be raised at the next CLASB in July.
 
	ALL/Carlisle City Council/EDC
KD

	6/5/09
	Place Survey – Release of Results

Discussion took place on each authorities plan to release the results of the Place Survey.  Most authorities were waiting until the receipt of the comparative data for Cumbria before releasing results.  Concern was expressed that if one authority released results the press and public would put pressure on other authorities to release their data.
It was AGREED that the Place Survey results be released following receipt of the comparative data for Cumbria. SLDC due to take report to the next Cabinet meeting, Sandra Walbran to try and defer the report in line with other authorities.
	ALL/SLDC

	7/5/09
	Cumbria 2012
Councillor Brendan Jameson, provided an update on Cumbria 2012, including the Lakes Alive programme, a £2 million project over 4 years to promote Cumbria as a UK centre for outdoor cultural events.
 He informed Members that Cumbria 2012 had expanded to include an educational link and that talks were taking place with John Ashton, Director of Public Health Cumbria to provide a  health link.  
He explained that with the expansion of 2012 a Project Officer post was now required to co-ordinate all the various strands and promote 2012.  He informed members that John Ashton had agreed to contribute funding towards this post and asked for expressions of interest from each district to contribute approximately £3,000 annually towards the post.
It was AGREED that Councillor Jameson would provide a written report outlining the role of the Project Officer, the benefits across Cumbria, the funding required and the global costs for the various strands of 2012 for the next Joint Districts.
	Cllr Jameson



	8/5/09
	Second Homes Agreement
Kevin Douglas informed Members that the Second Homes agreement had now been agreed by all parties.  He explained that David Rawsthorn, Director of Finance, EDC, would be drawing up a model for the annual reporting of Second Home expenditure.  He then collected signatures to the agreement on the understanding that these would be sanctioned following notification from each authority.
	All/KD

	9/5/09
	Cover for District Council Roles in Peter Ridgway’s Absence
It was AGREED that the following would cover Peter Ridgway’s Joint Districts responsibilities in his sickness absence:-

Cumbria Intelligence Observatory – Fergus McMorrow

CAA district level – Maggie Mooney
CEIP Vice Chair – Kevin Douglas

CSP 18/5/09 meeting – Maggie Mooney
	 

	10/5/09
	Suggestions for Items for Next Meeting
a. 4NW – Kevin Douglas to request attendance 
b. Nuclear power station new build – Elaine Woodburn
c. CAA report – Maggie Mooney

d. Cumbria 2012 – Councillor Brendan Jameson
	

	11/5/09
	Date for Next Meeting
The next Joint Districts Meeting will take place on Friday 10 July 2009 10.30am at Penrith Leisure Centre, Southend Rd, Penrith, CA11 8JH (note change of venue).
	


The meeting closed at 11.23pm
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